
City of Cape May Planning Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday – May 13, 2014 

 

 

Opening: The meeting of the City of Cape May Planning Board was called to order by 

Chairman William Bezaire, at 7:00 PM.  In compliance with the Open Public 

Meetings Act, adequate notice was provided. 

 

Roll Call: Mr. Bezaire, Chairperson  Present 

  Mr. Shuler, Vice Chairperson  Present 

  Mr. Jones    Absent 

  Mayor Dr. Mahaney   Present 

  Mr. Murray    Present 

  Mr. Elwell    Present   

  Ms. Weeks    Present 

  Mr. Winkworth   Absent 

  Mr. Dr. France, 1
st
 Alernate  Present 

  Mr. VanDeVaarst, 2
nd

 Alternate Present 

 

Also Present:  George Neidig, Esquire – Board Solicitor 

   Craig Hurless, PE, PP, CME Associate – Polistina & Associates 

   Mary L. Rothwell, Board Assistant/Zoning Officer 

Edie Kopsitz, Recording Secretary 

 

Applications:  Cape Jetty LLC, Block 1012, Lots 9-12, 15 & 16 

   Extension of Preliminary Site Plan & Subdivision 

 

Louis Dwyer introduced his applicant and witnesses; all were sworn in and clarified their 

credentials for the record as well as Craig Hurless, Board Engineer.   

 

Mr. Dwyer requested the Board to consider an extension of the protections from zone changes 

that are afforded to preliminary and final site plans.  The request is for a 2 year extension.  He 

stated the project has not gone forward due to financing difficulty for this type of venture.  The 

application will be extended till July 13, 2015.   

 

Motion made by Mr. Elwell to grant extension of application till July 13, 2015 with the 

same conditions, seconded by Mr. Murray and carried 7-0.  Those in favor:  Mr. Elwell, Ms. 

Weeks, Mr. Murray, Mayor Dr. Mahaney, Dr. France, Mr. VanDeVaarst and Mr. Shuler.  Those 

opposed:  None.  Those abstaining:  Mr. Bezaire. 

 

 

Lawrence A. Pray Builders, Inc., 1217 New Jersey Avenue 

Block 1131, Lot(s) 25 – 28 

Minor Subdivision 

 



Louis Dwyer attorney for the applicant introduced the applicant and the project surveyor and 

planner. Lawrence A. Pray, Harold Noone, Professional Planner and Craig Hurless, Board 

Engineer were sworn in and clarified their credentials for the record. 

 

Mr. Dwyer stated this is an 18,000 square foot parcel with an existing building.  HPC has given 

their permission to demolish the building.  The proposal is for 2 lots.  HPC has reviewed the 

plans for the single family residences for each of the properties and has approved the plans.  No 

variances are being requested or required.  The current property with a garage is not a 

contributing structure. 

 

Craig Hurless reviewed his memorandum dated April 21, 2014.  He is proposing to subdivide the 

lot into two evenly sized parcels for single family dwellings.  The completeness review items and 

general review comments were discussed in detail.  Mr. Hurless did state he had not received an 

actual planning board application and stated it was up to the Board if one should be submitted as 

a condition of approval. 

 

Mayor Dr. Mahaney motioned based on the credentials and the expertise of the Planning 

Board Engineer, if he is satisfied with the amount of information provided to make his 

determination, the applicant can submit the application at a later time, seconded by Mr. 

VanDeVaarst and carried 7-0.  Those in favor:  Mr. Elwell, Ms. Weeks, Mr. Murray, Mayor Dr. 

Mahaney, Dr. France, Mr. VanDeVaarst, Mr. Shuler and Mr. Bezaire.  Those opposed:  None.  

Those abstaining:  None.   

 

The meeting was opened to the public at 7:32 PM and subsequently closed to the public as 

there were no comments or questions. 

 

Motion made by Mr. Elwell to approve the Minor Subdivision, seconded by Dr. France and 

carried 7-0.  Those in favor:  Mr. Elwell, Ms. Weeks, Mr. Murray, Mayor Dr. Mahaney, Dr. 

France, Mr. VanDeVaarst, Mr. Shuler and Mr. Bezaire.  Those opposed:  None.  Those 

abstaining:  None. 

 

Motion made by Mr. VanDeVaarst to approve Condition the completed planning board 

application be provided; a digital copy of the plans be provided; General Review 

Comments 1 through 20, plus the fees and applications be submitted to the Department of 

Sewer and Water, seconded by Ms. Weeks and carried 7-0.  Those in favor:  Mr. Elwell, Ms. 

Weeks, Mr. Murray, Mayor Dr. Mahaney, Dr. France, Mr. VanDeVaarst, Mr. Shuler and Mr. 

Bezaire.  Those opposed:  None.  Those abstaining:  None. 

 

Motion made to adjourn by Dr. France, seconded by Mr. VanDeVaarst, with all in favor, at 

7:36 PM. 

 
A verbatim recording of said meeting is on file at the Construction/Zoning Office. 

 

Respectfully submitted:  Edie Kopsitz, Recording Secretary. 

    Jill Devlin, Board Secretary.   


