
City of Cape May Planning Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday – April 8, 2014 

 

 

Opening: The meeting of the City of Cape May Planning Board was called to order by 

Chairman William Bezaire, at 7:00 PM.  In compliance with the Open Public 

Meetings Act, adequate notice was provided. 

 

Roll Call: Mr. Bezaire, Chairperson  Present 

  Mr. Shuler, Vice Chairperson  Present 

  Mr. Jones    Present 

  Mayor Dr. Mahaney   Present 

  Mr. Murray    Present 

  Mr. Elwell    Present   

  Ms. Weeks    Present 

  Mr. Winkworth   Absent 

  Mr. Dr. France, 1
st
 Alernate  Present 

  Mr. VanDeVaarst, 2
nd

 Alternate Absent 

 

Also Present:  George Neidig, Esquire – Board Solicitor 

   Craig Hurless, PE, PP, CME Associate – Polistina & Associates 

   Mary L. Rothwell, Board Assistant/Zoning Officer 

Edie Kopsitz, Recording Secretary 

 

Chairman Bezaire announced that Meryl Nelson had submitted her resignation to the board.  

Mayor Dr. Mahaney stated she was a very dedicated member of the Board and she will be 

greatly missed.   

 

Resolution: Amended #4-8-2014:1  

  Osprey Landing Condominium Association LLC 

  Block 1061, Lot 101 & Qualifiers 

 

Motion made by Mr. Elwell to approve Resolution #4-8-2014:1, seconded by Ms. Weeks and 

carried 6-0.  Those in favor:  Mr. Elwell, Ms. Weeks, Mayor Dr. Mahaney, Mr. Jones, Mr. 

Shuler and Mr. Bezaire.  Those opposed:  None.  Those abstaining:  Mr. Murray, Dr. France. 

 

Applications: DiDonato, 1105 Pittsburgh Avenue, Block 1172, Lot 4 

  Preliminary & Final Major Subdivision with Variances 

 

Louis Dwyer, Esquire confirmed that testimony would begin with ending arguments; this 

application was being carried over from a prior meeting.  Chairman Bezaire confirmed all 

exhibits have been presented, all testimony has been heard and that the Board members were to 

hear closing arguments and proceed to a vote; no more evidence would be submitted. 

 

Ms. Weeks stated she had some questions regarding the storm water, she felt the Board did not 

go into it in depth.  She questioned how it might work with the dry trench; how it might work 



with the utilities going into the house, the tree roots; why did the developer choose all structural 

means addressing the storm water rather than immediately going to non structural.  Craig Hurless 

stated he based his review on the current New Jersey DEP Storm Water Regulations which the 

City adopted in 2007.  The applicant storm water report indicates they do comply.   

 

Attorney Sal Perillo began his closing arguments by handing out some exhibits and noting O7 he 

did not hand out at the prior meeting, the Environmental Commission Site Plan Subdivision 

checklist and report. Members of the Board noted concern of an exhibit being presented during 

closing arguments and it was agreed they would review the plans during the closing arguments. 

Mr. Perillo stated his concerns with the Variances being requested, density concerns and the 

storm water system, as well as potential parking problems, and believes there are no benefits to 

the proposed property plans.   

 

Attorney Lou Dwyer began his closing arguments by discussing the C2 Variance.  He believes 

the Lafayette Street location with varied uses, multi-family units interspersed makes it a more 

suitable location for the affordable housing and the Board should consider this.  He discussed the 

proposed parking lot and the allowable density in the R1 zone.  He noted everything has been 

designed to meet various governmental requirements.  The site is being raised to meet the new 

FEMA requirements.  It’s a clean subdivision plan and he stated he does not see any negatives to 

the plan whatsoever.   

 

Ms. Weeks questioned density and percentage, stating looking at the lots they have, only one that 

has been developed conforms to R1.  All the rest do not conform to R1 or R2.   

 

Motion made by Mr. Murray to grant preliminary subdivision approval with the variances 

requested, seconded by Mr. Jones and denied 5-3.  Those in favor:  Mr. Murray, Mr. Jones, Mr. 

Bezaire.  Those opposed:  Mr. Elwell, Ms. Weeks, Mayor Dr. Mahaney, Dr. France, and Mr. 

Shuler.  Those abstaining:  None. 

 

All members of the board stated their reasons for their vote for the record.   

 

 

Motion made by Mr. Shuler to table application to June 10, 2014, seconded by Mr. Elwell, 

and carried 8-0.  Those in favor:  Mr. Elwell, Ms. Weeks, Mr. Murray, Mayor Dr. Mahaney, Mr. 

Jones, Dr. France, Mr. Shuler and Mr. Bezaire.  Those opposed:  None.  Those abstaining:  

None. 

 

Motion made to adjourn by Mike Jones, seconded by Dr. Shuler, with all in favor, at 8:30 

PM. 

 
A verbatim recording of said meeting is on file at the Construction/Zoning Office. 

 

Respectfully submitted:  Edie Kopsitz, Recording Secretary. 

    Jill Devlin, Board Secretary.   


