City of Cape May Historic Preservation Commission

 Special Meeting -  Minutes

Thursday, May 31, 2012
Opening:
The special meeting of the City of Cape May Historic Preservation Commission was called to order by Board Chairperson Warren Coupland at 5:00 PM. In Compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was provided.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Roll Call: 

Mr. Coupland,  Chairman          
Present
Mr. Fontaine, Vice Chairman

Absent
Mr. Carroll



Present 

Mr. Clemans



Present

Mr. Cogswell



Present
Mr. Masemore



Present 



Mrs. Hartman



Present
Mr. Furlin

Alt. 1
      
Absent
Mr. Connolly

Alt. 2

Present
Also Present: 
Edie Kopsitz, Secretary



Bruce MacLeod, City Manager 

Raymond Roberts, City Engineer-Remington, Vernick & Walberg Engineers

Absent:
Robert Fineberg, Esquire – Commission Solicitor
BUSINESS:

CITY HALL………………………………….…………………..……..643 WASHINGTON STREET
RENOVATIONS (PHASE II & PHASE III) – BLK 1059 LOT 11

(KEY – HD)
Bruce MacLeod, City Manager thanked the Commission for conducting the special meeting in order to move forward with the City Hall Renovations. He briefly explained Phase II will encompass the replacement of 56 sets of windows (same for same wood, flashing, caulking and trim) and Phase III Exterior Masonry repairs for the concrete façade, brick and mortar. Mr. Roberts clarified the project in depth using Plans prepared by Remington, Vernick & Walberg Engineers dated May 8, 2012 sheets T-1.0 – Title Sheet of the Project site, S-1.0 depicting the North, South, East and West Elevations & typical vertical and Horizontal window sections, S-1.0 (2) dated April 2012 of the elevations denoting façade repair locations, S-2.0 - 15 photographs denoting the various sections of City Hall’s sills, cornice, mortar joints and vents, S-2.1 12 - (12) photographs denoting proposed repairs/sealing of panels, signage concrete repairs and electrical lines removal and re-install as required. Mr. MacLeod explained the Application for Project Authorization under the New Jersey Register of Historic Places Act and submitted copy for the file that was marked A-1 for the record. Scheduled bidding will commence in June to be awarded in July with the work to be conducted mid September with a finish date sometime late November 2012.  
Members were positive on the project and questioned Mr. MacLeod and Mr. Roberts in depth regarding the bidding system and the importance of a knowledgeable experienced contractors who will be undertaken the project. Members questioned Mr. MacLeod on where the funds would be obtained. Mr. MacLeod responded it would be from the City’s Tax dollars and informed them of past applications forwarded to the State for Grant for Historic Preservation to no avail due to the budget cuts.  
The meeting was opened to the Public @ 5:30pm with no one coming forward the Pubic portion was closed. 

Motion made by Mr. Carroll to approve the application as presented in its totality. 

Seconded by Mrs. Hartman and carried 7-0. Those in favor: Mr. Carroll, Mr. Clemans, Mr. Cogswell, Mr. Masemore, Mr. Connolly and Mr. Coupland. Those opposed: None. Those abstaining: None. 

Discussion was entered with questions put forth to the City Manager regarding the vinyl  siding and fencing installation particularly the beach front area (Convention Hall) with Members explaining to him the difficulty the Historic Commission has in enforcing the Design Standards when the City is not adhering. Mr. MacLeod explained the vinyl railing system is temporary and had to be placed to be ADA compliant for the opening of Convention Hall due to the back order of the powder coated aluminum railing system. Chairman Coupland thanked and commended the Commission members for their attendance this evening given the short notice, stating it shows their dedication and support to the City of Cape May. 
Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Clemans seconded by Mrs. Hartman with all in favor at 5:45 pm. 
          

A verbatim recording of said meeting is on file at the Construction/Zoning Office.

Respectfully submitted:  Edie Kopsitz – Secretary                                     
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