
August 25, 2010August 25, 2010August 25, 2010

Convention HallConvention Hall

Cape May Convention HallCape May Convention Hall

Conceptual Design PresentationConceptual Design Presentation

America’s Oldest Seashore ResortAmerica’s Oldest Seashore Resort



August 25, 2010August 25, 2010August 25, 2010

Convention HallConvention Hall

The Building Committee met for the first time on the redesign of the 
Convention Hall on August 4th.

Review from August 4, 2010 Meeting:

Highlights from this meeting included setting the project schedule, setting 
the building construction budget, reviewing the impact of a redesigned 
building on the CAFRA permit, discussing site plan options for the building 
and determining what spaces are critical to a new, smaller, building.
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The group agreed that the following items were of primary importance to 
the success of the project:

Review: Most Important Issues for the Committee:

• The entire project must fit into the established budget of $10.5 
million.  This leaves approximately $7.6 million for construction of 
the building (translates into a building of approximately 20,000 sf.)

• The group would work together to make timely decisions and 
recommendations so the building would be open for Memorial Day 
2012.

• The main hall is the most important aspect of the building.  It
should be multi-functional, have good acoustics, be able to be divided 
proportionately and be of high quality.

•The final approved conceptual building design should have minimal 
impact on the CAFRA permit.
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The group agreed that the selection of the best conceptual building plan 
would be based on the following criteria: 

Review: Important Aspects of the New Building:

•Multi-functional hall that can be 
divided and is as large as possible.

•Lobby / Pre function Space is 
required and view to the ocean 
desirable. 

•Biggest building you can get for 
the construction budget.

•Lease spaces are low priority if 
solarium remains.  Higher priority 
if the solarium is demolished.

•Community rooms are desirable 
if they can be accommodated.

•Administration: a minimum of 1 
office and 3 cubicals (plus 
associated spaces) is required. 

•Provide the most storage space 
possible.

•A large Catering Kitchen is 
important to the success of the 
building.
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Review from August 11th Meeting:

The group reviewed 6 conceptual building plans for the site.  

The group selected Scheme 6 as their preferred solution for 
the new Convention Hall and suggested some modifications to 
make it better.  

The group also liked elements 
of Scheme 4.

The group tasked KBA with 
providing updated plans and 
conceptual exterior images 
of the Beach Avenue side for 
the August 25th meeting.
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Review: Conceptual Building Plan #4

Two Story Building on Expanded Footprint, Solarium removed.
20,000 square feet.  

The group liked the large 

deck on the beach side, 

location of the catering 

kitchen adjacent to the 

lobby & deck.

The group did not like the 

second floor administration 

area and required elevator.

First Floor Second Floor
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Review: Conceptual Building Plan #6

Single Story Building on Expanded Footprint, Solarium removed. 
20,000 square feet. 

The group liked the lobby views 

of the beach, the single floor 

configuration and the fact that it 

had a footprint similar to the 

currently designed building.

The group did not like the 

location of the bathrooms and 

catering kitchen.
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Proposed Plan:  Option 6A

Lobby on left side of Building 
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Lobby offset on left side of Building 

Proposed Plan:  Option 6B
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Why the New Elevations cannot look like the
1917 Building Façade.

The new building is 
predominantly one story 
while the 1917 building was 
two story. 

The new building has its 
main entry on the side while 
the 1917 building had its 
entry in the center.
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Emphasize vertical

pilasters

Provide arches

Provide canopies

3 roof projections above
parapet

Recessed building entry

Elements of the 1917 building we did 

use:
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Elements of the 1917 building we did not use:

• Southwest style parapet
• Small double hung windows
• Fake “Hollywood” set parapet
• No connection to the beach
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Inspiration for Proposed Elevations:
Option 6A

The tall, thin columns 
of Congress Hall 

The arches and roof of 
the currently designed 
building, which shared 
elements of the 1917 
Building. 
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Proposed Elevation:  Option 6A – Elevation 1
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Proposed Elevation:  Option 6A – Elevation 2
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Proposed Sections:  Option 6A 

SECTION 2SECTION 2SECTION 2SECTION 2

2 2

SECTION 1SECTION 1SECTION 1SECTION 1

1

1
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Inspiration for Proposed Elevations:

The tall, thin columns 
of Congress Hall 

The arches, awnings and 
roof of the currently 
designed building, which 
shared elements of the 
1917 Building. 



August 25, 2010August 25, 2010August 25, 2010

Convention HallConvention Hall

Proposed Elevations:  Option 6B – Elevation 1
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Proposed Elevations:  Option 6B – Elevation 2
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Proposed Sections:  Option 6B 

SECTION 2SECTION 2SECTION 2SECTION 2

1 1

SECTION  1SECTION  1SECTION  1SECTION  1

2

2
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Q & AQ & A



August 25, 2010August 25, 2010August 25, 2010

Convention HallConvention Hall



August 25, 2010August 25, 2010August 25, 2010

Convention HallConvention Hall

The Site:


