
REGULAR MEETING

OF CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAPE MAY, NJ

Tuesday, July 19, 2011 – 7:00 P.M.

The worksession/regular meeting of City Council of the City of Cape May was called to order by Mayor Mahaney at 7:00pm on Tuesday, July 19, 2011, in the Cape May City Hall Auditorium.  The Clerk called the roll and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.


Present:
Councilmember Deanna Fiocca





Councilmember Terri L. Swain





Mayor Edward J. Mahaney, Jr.





Councilmember William H. Murray





Deputy Mayor Jack Wichterman





City Solicitor Anthony Monzo





City Manager Bruce MacLeod





Deputy Clerk Louise Cummiskey





City Clerk Diane Weldon


Mayor Mahaney announced that under the Open Public Meetings Law, notice of this meeting was sent to the Cape May Star and Wave and The Press and a copy of the agenda was delivered to each Member of Council and was posted on the City Hall Bulletin Board.

Minutes do not reflect the actual order in which the events occurred.

PROCLAMATION     National Night Out – Tuesday, August 2, 2011

AGENDA ADDITION/DELETION OF LATE AGENDA ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED FOR ACTION:

Add Contract Negotiations – Fire Chief to Resolution 165-07-2011

Motion:  Mahaney

Second:  Wichterman
Roll Call: 

Fiocca

Yes

Murray

Yes

Swain

Yes

Wichterman
Yes

Mahaney
Yes

ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION:

237-2011
An Ordinance of the City of Cape May amending Chapter 7, Section 7-37.5 of the Cape May City Code entitled “Reserved Handicapped Parking On Street”

Mayor asks for motion to introduce Ordinance 237-2011. 

Motion:  Wichterman

Second:  Swain
Roll Call: 

Fiocca

Yes

Murray

Yes

Swain

Yes

Wichterman
Yes

Mahaney
Yes

238-2011
An Ordinance of the City of Cape May approving deed notice for Block 1061, Lot 137, Cape May, New Jersey (830 Canning House Lane)

City Solicitor Monzo explains the purpose of the proposed Ordinance is to limit the use of Block 1061, Lot 137.  The Deed Notice will be filed in the Office of the County Clerk and will prohibit the land from being used for residential purposes.  Mr. Monzo comments that there are two points of clarification that need be added to the proposed Ordinance, as follows:  The restricted area map contains no dimensions and the notes referencing Exhibits B-1 (A), (B) and (C) are not stated elsewhere on the form; Exhibit C-1 does not contain square footage.  Mayor Mahaney asks that we introduce the Ordinance with an amendment that the City Manager will work with the City Engineer to add the aforementioned clarification.

Motion:  Mahaney

Second:  Wichterman

Roll Call: 

Fiocca

Yes

Murray

Yes

Swain

Yes

Wichterman
Yes

Mahaney
Yes

The following Resolutions will be approved by Consent.  Deputy Mayor Wichterman offers an explanation of the purpose of the Resolutions for the benefit of the public.  

RESOLUTIONS: Council will accept questions from the public on resolutions:

161-07-2011
Resolution approving liquor license renewal for the 2011-2012 license year

162-07-2011
Resolution for renewal of membership in the Atlantic County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund

163-07-2011
Payment of bills A

164-07-2011
Authorization for the City of Cape May to accept change order #3 for Contract #7 – USDA Sanitary Sewer Improvements Phase III – Rebid

165-07-2011
Resolution of the City of Cape May providing for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 –contract negotiation – SSJ property, fire chief contract

Motion:  Mayor

Second:  Wichterman

Roll Call: 

Fiocca

Yes

Murray

Yes

Swain

Yes

Wichterman
Yes

Mahaney
Yes

163-07-2011
 Payment of bills B

Motion:  Wichterman

Second:  Fiocca

Roll Call: 

Fiocca

Yes

Murray

Yes

Swain

Abstain

Wichterman
Yes

Mahaney
Yes

MINUTES:
Cape May City Council Reorganization meeting minutes dated July 1, 2011

Motion:  Mayor

Second:  Murray

Roll Call: 

Fiocca

Yes

Murray

Yes

Swain

Yes

Wichterman
Yes

Mayaney
Yes

Cape May City Council Worksession and Regular meeting minutes dated July 5, 2011

Cape May City Council Closed Executive meeting minutes dated July 5, 2011

Motion:  Mayor

Second:  Wichterman

Roll Call: 

Fiocca

Abstain

Murray

Yes

Swain

Yes

Wichterman
Yes

Mahaney           Yes

REPORTS RECEIVED BY THE CLERK:  

7/12/2011 Bond Anticipation Note Sale 

Construction Permit Activity Report for June, 2011

Motion:  Fiocca

Second:  Swain

Roll Call: 

Fiocca

Yes

Murray

Yes

Swain

Yes

Wichterman
Yes

Mahaney
Yes

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
NEW BUSINESS:

A)
City Attorney

B)
City Manager – Mr. MacLeod comments that the first showing of movies on the beach occurred last Thursday and it was very well attended.  The showing of movies will continue for the next seven weeks.  At the same time advises Mr. MacLeod, the Army Band performed in Rotary Park and that event was also well attended.  Finally, Mr. MacLeod mentions that last Saturday, the second annual volleyball tournament took place on the beach.  

C)
City Clerk 

D)
Councilmembers – Councilmember Murray talks about the petitions received regarding Officer Tony Genaro and the DARE Program.  He would like the City Manager to speak with the Police of Chief to have Officer Genaro’s duties reinstated to the fullest extent possible.  

Councilmember Fiocca mentions a letter she received from Bob Steenrod regarding the Director of Marketing position.  She agrees with Mr. Steenrod and thinks that putting together a committee to review the applications would be helpful and asks her fellow Councilmembers for their thoughts regarding the issue.  Deputy Mayor Wichterman agrees in principle with Mr. Steenrod and he would not object to having a committee.  Deputy Mayor Wichterman believes that if we appoint a committee, the committee should have no longer than one month to review the approximately 100 resumes received by the City.  Mr. Wichterman then speaks about the DARE Program and reminds all that because of budget constraints, Officer Genaro was returned to his duties as a patrolman.  Mr. Wichterman reminds us that in the past, the DARE Officer position was a volunteer position.  He would like Officer Genaro to continue with the DARE program on a volunteer basis.

Councilmember Murray comments that he is not suggesting that we change the budget but only that the City Manager speak with the Police Chief to see if it would be possible to put Officer Genaro, at least part time, back into the DARE duties without any negative effects to the PD.  If that could be done, Mr. Murray would be in favor of putting Officer Genaro back in the DARE Program because of the benefit of the program to our community.  

Mr. MacLeod speaks of the DARE Program and Officer Genaro.  He advises that it is the City’s full intention to maintain the DARE Program in the schools.  

City Solicitor Monzo comments that if council should consider a committee to hire a Marketing Director, the duties of that person should be spelled out and ultimately, the decision on hiring a person is council’s decision.  

Mayor Mahaney does not support Mr. Steenrod’s proposal.  The Mayor feels that appointing a committee will extend the selection process and the City will lose business because of it.  Mayor Mahaney comments that this Council is comprised of educated, intelligent people who have the ability to choose the right person for the job.  As to Officer Genaro, the Mayor has spoken to the Cape May Board of Education regarding a meeting with two members of Council, the City Manager and the Police Chief, two members of the Board of Ed of Cape May and two member of the Board of Ed of West Cape May to sit down and discuss the entire situation.  Mr. Murray agrees with the Mayor and he volunteers to sit on the committee.

Mayor Mahaney informs us that the Mid Atlantic Lifeguard Championships will take place tomorrow and up to 600 people are expected to attend the event.  The Mayor also reminds us that during the first week of August, the City of Cape May will host the National Lifeguard Championships.  

Mr. Murray agrees with the Mayor that City Council has to make the decision on who will receive the job as Marketing Director for Convention Hall.  However, he has not seen any of the resumes and would like to review the applications.  Mr. MacLeod will make them available for his review.

PUBLIC PORTION: Those wishing to publicly comment shall come forward, give their name and address and speak into the microphone. Each speaker will be limited to five (5) minutes. 

Mike Pender, 135 Emerald Avenue, West Cape May, NJ is here to speak on behalf of the people that signed the petition to keep Officer Genaro as the DARE Officer.  Mr. Pender reads the petition for the record and speaks about Officer Genaro’s many contributions to the community.  

Bob Steenrod, 1015 Washington Street, Cape May, NJ advises he has had the honor of being on the Tourism Commission since its inception, he has been President of the Chamber of Commerce, and has been involved in the Chamber since 2001.  He does not agree with the statement that the Mayor made about four organizations mentioned in his letter not supporting Convention Hall.  The position is probably the most critical in the City, comments Mr. Steenrod, and he believes that a committee to help council make that choice would be beneficial.  He asks that council consider his proposal.

Scott Maslow and Bobbie Stokes, 18 Second Avenue, Cape May, NJ.  Bobbie speaks on a very personal note about her daughter and a situation that occurred when her daughter was in fifth grade at Cape May Elementary School.  After trying to handle the situation by themselves without success, they called Officer Genaro who took care of the matter.  Mr. Maslow and Ms. Stokes are asking that Officer Genaro be reinstated as the DARE Officer.

John Fleming 1484 Washington Street, Cape May, NJ thanks Mayor and Council and Bob Smith and his crew for the landscaping on the Gateway area of Washington Street. Also, he wants council to be aware of the fact that there is a lot more pedestrian, bike, and golf cart traffic than ever before in the bridge area.  Mr. Fleming believes that our vacationers have finally discovered Schellenger’s Landing area and its diverse attractions and compliments the City on directing attention to that area.  Finally, Mr. Fleming asks Mr. Monzo if a decision has been rendered regarding the Beach Theatre.  Mr. Monzo comments that a decision has been made in favor of the City on all counts.

Bernie Haas, 1016 Illinois Avenue, Cape May, NJ advises that the Beach Theatre Foundation is out of money and therefore will not contest the recent decision regarding the Beach Theatre.  He then asks council about repaying pledged money and Mr. Monzo advises that now that the litigation is over, he will talk to City Council and a decision will be made and communicated to the Foundation.  

Mary Hoff, 804 Lafayette Street, Cape May, NJ is concerned about the speeding on Lafayette Street.  She is concerned for pedestrians and would like a crosswalk to be installed.

Mike Venner, 821 Corgie Street, Cape May, NJ agrees with Ms. Hoff that it is difficult to cross Lafayette Street.  Mr. Venner is also concerned about the visibility at many intersections throughout town.  He suggests that the speed limit be reduced to 20 mph and would like to see four way stop signs at the intersections.

Councilmember Murray agrees and thanks Mr. Venner and Ms. Hoff for their comments.  

Chad DeSatnick of Cold Spring, NJ distributes information about C-spine injuries to members of Council.  He questions the City’s distribution of the Beach Safety Brochures and comments on the number of C-spine injuries this year.  Mr. DeSatnick would like a policy to be initiated by the City to provide every purchaser of a beach tag with a Beach Safety Brochure.  

Mr. MacLeod responds by agreeing with Mr. DeSatnick about distributing Beach Safety Brochures to every person that purchases a beach tag.  Further, Mr. MacLeod advises that in addition to the individuals that go on to the beach, the brochures are made available to other visitors to the community, whether they purchase a tag or not.  Mr. MacLeod points out that not every person that goes to the beach, goes during the time when beach tags are sold.  Mr. MacLeod advises that together with Mr. DeSatnick, the City is making an effort to raise awareness to the issue and brochures are also being provided to vacationers through other venues.  

Dennis DeSatnick, 1307 Trenton Avenue Cape May, NJ does not believe that the City of Cape May is working quickly enough to make tourists aware of where they can be injured.  He also would like the PD to enforce the City Ordinances as written.  

COUNCIL & CITY MANAGER COMMENTS

Motion made by Councilmember Swain, seconded by Deputy Mayor Wichterman to go into closed session.  The regular meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M.

CLOSED – contract negotiations – SSJ property, Fire Chief

Motion made by Deputy Mayor Wichterman to go back into open session.  Motion made by Deputy Mayor Wichterman, seconded by Councilmember Murray to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at approximately 9:00 P.M.







Edward J. Mahaney, Jr., Mayor







Jack Wichterman, Deputy Mayor







Deanna Fiocca, Councilmember







Terri L. Swain, Councilmember







William H. Murray, Councilmember

__________________________

Diane L. Weldon, City Clerk 
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