SPECIAL MEETING

OF CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAPE MAY, NJ

Thursday, October 25, 2010

The special meeting of City Council of the City of Cape May was called to order by Mayor Mahaney 9:00 A.M., Monday, October 25, 2010 in the Cape May City Hall Auditorium.  The Clerk called the roll and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.



Present:
Councilmember Deanna Fiocca 





Mayor Edward J. Mahaney, Jr.





Councilmember William H. Murray





Councilmember Terri L. Swain





Deputy Mayor Jack Wichterman


   Also Present:

City Manager Bruce MacLeod





City Clerk Diane Weldon





Deputy Clerk Louise Cummiskey


Mayor Mahaney announced that under the Open Public Meetings Law, notice of this meeting was sent to the Cape May Star and Wave and The Press and a copy of the agenda was delivered to each Member of Council and was posted on the City Hall Bulletin Board.

Minutes do not reflect the actual order in which the events occurred.

PRESENTATION:  Remington,Vernick & Walberg Engineers 

Edward Vernick, Craig F. Remington, Raymond M. Roberts, Marc DeBlasio and Leonard A. Faiola represented the firm at the presentation.  The aforementioned introduced themselves and offered their background information.  The presentation stressed client communication and outlined projects completed by the firm.  There was a power point presentation and a client list was provided.  

Deputy Mayor Wichterman asks about the change order percentage of the company and Mr. Faiola responds.

Councilmember Murray asks if their firm is experienced in soliciting Federal Grants, as well as State Grants and Mr. Remington confirms that they are.

Councilmember Swain inquires as to the firm’s policy on political contributions.  Mr. Remington advises as to the procedure that is followed.

City Manager Bruce MacLeod asks about the adequacy of the staff in the Wildwood office of RV to handle the engineering projects for the City of Cape May.  The response is their staff is adequate and if need be, they could take people from other offices.  

Mayor Mahaney asks about the incidence rate of contractors pursuing municipalities when the municipality will not approve a change order.   Mr. Remington advises that the contractors, oftentimes, are not adversarial when change orders are necessary and advises that their firm has not been in any type of lawsuit with contractors.  Communication with all is key, advises Mr. Vernick.

Mayor Mahaney thanks the firm for attending the interview and compliments all five gentlemen on their presentation.  The presentation ends at 10:30 A.M.

Presentation ends at 10:30 A.M.

PRESENTATION:  Maser Consulting, P.A.

Richard M. Maser, Andrew A. Previti, Roger D. McLarnon and Susan S. Brasefield represent the firm for the presentation.  Mr. Maser begins by offering an overview of the company which he founded in 1984.  Mr. Maser advises that currently, Maser Consulting serves over forty-two municipalities, and believes that the thing that makes them stand out is their responsiveness.

Andrew Previti continues with the presentation and offers his experience and background in the field of engineering.  

Roger D. McLarnon, introduces himself and speaks of his ties to Cape May County and his twenty years of experience in the municipal field.

Councilmember Murray asks Mr. McLarnon which municipalities their firm represents.  

Mayor Mahaney asks Mr. Previti if he ever represented the LTMUA and Mr. Previti confirms that he represented that entity for ten years.  Mr. Previti speaks about some of the projects he worked on while representing the LTMUA.

Susan S. Brasefield has been involved in water and sewer engineering for over 25 years.  In the past she has worked in various municipalities similar to the City of Cape May and so is familiar with issues unique to seaside resorts.

Booklets are passed out to all and a slide show is presented.  The presentation highlights various projects completed by the firm, itemizes awards received, and advises of their Company’s approach to applying for grants and offer all their areas of expertise.  They pride themselves on being a full service firm with a staff of 250 individuals to provide a single source solution for the needs of our City.

City Manager MacLeod asks whether their firm has any experience with underground storage units and also asks the company take on LSRP.  

Mr. Maser advises that the company has good experience in applying for and obtaining grants for remediation for underground storage tank problems.  As to the LSRP, Mr. Maser advises that he is not well versed in that area as one of his partners, Bob Zelli, is in charge of those types of issues.

Councilmember Fiocca asks if the firm has a dedicated person to apply for grants and they affirm.  

Mr. MacLeod inquires as to the largest water storage tank or facility that the firm has worked on from an engineering perspective.  Mr. Previti advises that he has worked on a one million gallon tank and Ms. Bracefield advises that she has worked on a million gallon tank, and a two million gallon tank.  She has been involved on many projects involving water tanks.  Mr. MacLeod then asks about funding for those projects and Ms. Bracefield lists some sources.  

Mayor Mahaney thanks all for the presentation.  The  presentation ends at 11:50 A.M.

PRESENTATION:  Mott Associates, LLC

Presentation begins at 12:30 P.M.  

James A. Mott and Robert A. Watkins represent the firm.  

Mr. Mott begins by offering his background and experience, as well as Mr. Watkins background and experience.  Upon graduation, he started his career as the assistant Cape May County Engineer and served in that position for ten years.  In 1997 he established his own firm as he felt there was a need for a “Boutique Engineering” firm in this area.  He performs only municipal engineering work.  He has between twelve and fifteen employees and will not entertain increasing the size of his firm as he likes to work in his field and did not want to be the office manager.  

Mr. Mott mentions some of the municipalities in which he works and highlights some of the past projects he has worked on.  He then moves on to the projects he has done in the City of Cape May.  He goes over every project as set forth in a booklet provided to all.  Mr. Mott advises that he is a licensed land surveyor and the only engineer interviewed today that is a licensed land surveyor.  He offers assistance with Grant applications and does not charge for that service.  

Mr. Mott advises that his rates are extremely competitive and he doesn’t charge for mileage or expenses.  He also attends council meetings for no additional fee.  He has a thirty-year history of working in Cape May County, he owns his own company and he is always available.  

Deputy Mayor Wichterman asks if Mr. Mott has a grant writer in his company.  Mr. Mott advises that he does all grant applications himself.

Mayor Mahaney asks Mr. Mott about his staff and Mr. Mott advises he has between twelve and fifteen employees and he sets forth their fields of expertise.  

Mayor Mahaney thanks Mr. Mott for his services over the past year, completing two years of work in one year. 

Presentation ends at 1:10 P.M.

PRESENTATION:  Van Note-Harvey Associates

Bruce S. Graham, Donald E. Fetzer, Ralph Petrella, Jr., Lewis H. Conley, Jr., Thomas B. Park and James W. Verna, III represent the firm in the presentation.  Each of the aforementioned briefly speak of their qualifications and background.  

Mr. Graham then gives a thumbnail sketch of how VNH came into South Jersey and he highlights the services offered by their firm.  A booklet is given to Council, which sets forth prior projects worked on by their firm and the scope of those projects.  He then goes over projects which they handled for the City of Cape May in the past. 

Deputy Mayor Wichterman asks who would represent the City should VNH receive the contract and is advised it will be Bruce Graham.

Mayor Mahaney thanks all for coming and he commends the firm for their work in the community throughout the years.  

Motion made by Deputy Mayor Wichterman, seconded by Councilmember Murray to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at approximately 2:20 P.M.






Edward J. Mahaney, Jr., Mayor






Jack Wichterman, Deputy Mayor






_________________________________________






Deanna Fiocca, Councilmember






_________________________________________






Terri L. Swain, Councilmember






_________________________________________






William H. Murray, Councilmember

_________________________________

Diane L. Weldon, City Clerk 
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